“GOING FOR THE GOLD”

Columbus Magnet School

November 25, 2009

THURSDAY NOTICE

Important Dates
Wednesday, November 25 Early Dismissal — 1:55 pm
November 26 & 27  Thanksgiving Recess — School Closed
Thursday, December 3 Holiday Concert, 1:30 pm & 7:00 pm
Friday, December 4 No All School Meeting
YA, Gr.1 &2, 3:30 pm
Pump It Up Family Night, 6:15pm — 8:15pm
Thursday, December 10 HOT Committee Mtg., 2:15 pm
PTO General Mtg., 7:00pm
All School Mtg., 9:30 am

Friday, December 11

The Columbus School Website is:

www.norwalk.k12.ct.us/columbus
Check it out!

Reminder: The Thursday Notice deadline is every Tuesday.
Please email all submissions toTeri Gaberman, Parent
Coordinator at: gabermant@norwalkps.org .

A Message from Mrs. Lopez

Hello everyone! | hope this note finds you well. As | am sure
you are aware by now, my family is expecting the arrival of
our latest addition quite soon. | am due with our first child on
December 15", but of course there’s no real telling when this
little guy will make his grand appearance — thus | wanted to
make sure to share my plans with you sooner rather than later.
Once the baby’s born I’ll be taking a three month maternity
leave, during which time Mrs. Pat Dielman will be acting as
interim principal of Columbus Magnet School. Mrs. Dielman
served for over a decade as the principal of Marvin
Elementary School here in Norwalk and found great success
there. Since her retirement she has also worked as interim
principal in other elementary schools in Norwalk and looks
forward to her time here at CMS. I am sure you’ll find Mrs.
Dielman is a positive addition to our staff during this time.
Please stop in and introduce yourself to her when you have an
opportunity. | wish you all an enjoyable Thanksgiving with
your family and look forward to a wonderful start to 2010 here
at CMS with each of you!

All School Meetings
Eriday, December 4" — No Meeting
Friday, December 11", 9:30am: This meeting will be hosted
by Grade Five and will include the Fifth Grade Connections
Share.

Pump It Up Family Night!!!
Friday December 4™ 6:15 — 8:15pm.
This is a great fundraiser for the PTO and it’ll be a fun night
out plus its excellent exercise for all to enjoy! Check out the
attached flyer for more details. See you there!!

We’ve Got Holiday Spirit, Yes We Do!
Pajama Pants, Hats, Long Sleeve T’s and More!
Return Attached New Spirit Wear Order Forms to the Family Room
Order by Friday, December 4™ for Holiday Delivery!

SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE
Last Call...

Reduced Adult Spirit Wear!!!
ends Monday, November 30th
T-shirts - $10.00
Sweatshirts - $20.00

(Order forms are available in the Family Room)
SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE

YEARBOOKS ON SALE NOW!
Early Bird Special ends
Monday, November 30 - $18.00
(December 1 — April 1 - $20.00)
(Please return the attached order form to the Family Room)
Don’t Miss Out on This Keepsake!

Holiday Plant Sale!

This holiday season, the Columbus Magnet School PTO is
sponsoring a Holiday Plant Sale Fundraiser. Preorder either a
6” Poinsettia @ $10 or a 10” Poinsettia @ $27. (See attached
order form). All orders must be returned on or before
Tuesday, December 1%. Poinsettia pick up will be on the
evening of December 3™ following the holiday concert or
December 4™ from 3:00-3:30 pm at the Family Room.
Questions? Please contact Sheree  McCormick at
smccormick01@snet.net or #203-866-2095.

Caring and Sharing at Columbus

As the season of giving approaches, we must remember that
there are families in our own school community who do not
have the financial means to provide gifts for their children.
With the help of social worker Nancy Fuzesi, we have
compiled a “Wish List” of gifts. If you would like to either
buy gifts or make a monetary donation, please contact Adriana
L’Archevesque at #203-840-9081 or
Adriana@Ilarchevesque.com.
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Young Astronauts
Young Astronauts in Grades 1 and 2 will meet on Friday,
December 4™ at 3:30 pm.

Parent/Child Book Club

The Parent/Child Book Club will meet on Thursday,
December 10th at 3:30 — 4:30 pm in the library to discuss
“The Year of the Dog: A Novel” by Grace Lin. “Frustrated at
her seeming lack of talent for anything, a young Taiwanese
American girl sets out to apply the lessons of the Chinese Year
of the Dog, those of making best friends and finding oneself, to
her own life.” This selection is another CT Nutmeg Nominee
for 2010. Come join the discussion and enjoy some
refreshments. Please let Mrs. Pearce know if you would like
to attend.

Parent VVolunteer Needed!
Mrs. G is looking for a parent volunteer to assist with her
Drama special activities group on Thursday afternoons from
2:15-3:00pm. Please contact Mrs. G if you are interested.

Christmas Decoration Donations!
Mrs. G is in need of Christmas Decoration Donations
(excludes Christmas lights) for the Holiday Concert on Dec
3. Decorations may be dropped off at Mrs. G’s Music
Room beginning on Monday, November 30". Please label all
donated decorations in order for them to be returned following
the concert. For questions, please contact Mrs. G.

Lost and Found
A 9” x 11”7 rectangular plastic container with a light blue cover
was last seen at the Halloween Bingo PTO event. If found,
please call Diane Cano at #203-855-8701 or return it to the
Family Room. Thank You!

Jewelry Sale

CMS parent Diane Felber will be selling her unique, one of a
kind, handcrafted silver, semi precious and precious jewelry
items in the Faculty Room on Wednesday, December 2 from
10:00 am to 2:00 pm. A selected grouping of jewelry items
will be on sale. A portion of all sales will be donated to CMS.
Parents, teachers and staff members are invited to stop in and
get a jump start on shopping for the holidays!

CHARMS, CHARMS, CHARMS

Local business owner and CMS parent Shany & Frank Chong,
of Jewelry Gallery in Norwalk, will be displaying and selling
the popular line of CHAMILIA Bead Bracelet on Thursday,
December 3rd from 12pm - 7pm in the Family Room. Come
view the selection BEFORE the evening Holiday Concert to
do some of your holiday shopping. For a preview, visit
www.Chamilia.com for further information about this great
product. 10% of all proceeds will go back to CMS.

Upcoming Events

Holiday Concert: Thursday, December 3, 1:30 pm and
7:00 pm. The Fourth and Fifth grade orchestra will perform.

Columbus Science Fair: January 12, 13, & 14, 2010.
Look for complete information including registration forms
beginning December 7"

Save the Date!!!
The Columbus School Science Fair will be held on January
12" 13" and 14™, 2010. Applications will be available from
homeroom teachers beginning the week of December 7". Stay
tuned for more details!

Community News

Come to the 2" Annual “Chowdafest” — a “fun” raiser for The
Connecticut Food Bank on Friday, Nov. 27" and Saturday,
Nov. 28". Over 20 local area restaurants will be competing in
“Chowdafest” to determine who has the best chowder and
soup in the county. For a $5 donation at the door (kids under
12 are FREE) you’re considered an “official judge” and given
your official spoon and ballot. You then sample both
chowders and soups from some of the Fairfield County’s best
restaurants and vote on your favorites. Bring your appetite,
your family, friends and donations of non-perishable food is
also appreciated. For directions, times and more information,
please visit www.chowdafest.org.

Happy Thanksgiving
to all our Columbus Magnet
School Students and Families!
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It’s Time To Reserve Your Columbus Memories!

2009 - 2010 Columbus Magnet School Yearbook

Student Photos - Class Photos - Activities - Teachers - Candids - Original
Artwork

Don’t Miss Out - All Grades Included

Special November Only Early Bird Price - $18.00

Orders must be received by Monday, November 30 to secure Discounted Rate

Yearbook Price After November 30" - $20.00

e Pre—ordering now guarantees that your student will get a yearbook
e Yearbooks will be delivered before the end of the school year in June

e Fifth Grade students receive a Yearbook at no cost, compliments of the
Columbus Magnet School PTO and do not need to order one!

Questions? Please contact: Lorraine Gordon 956-6301
Tina Ferrigno 434-1298

Cover Art By: Ashley Colman

2009 - 2010 Columbus Yearbook Order Form

Name

Grade Class # Teacher

Parent Name

Phone/email

Number of Yearbooks Ordered Amount Enclosed $
Price: $18.00 if ordered by November 30"
$20.00 for orders received from December 1°° through April 1, 2010
Please make checks payable to: Columbus Magnet School PTO
Return form and payment to the PTO mailbox in the school office.




Join the PTO for a Family event at....

The Inflatable Party Zone
145 Main Street¢, Norwalk

When: Friday, December 4, 2009

Time: 6:15 p.m.= 8:15 p.m.
€ost: 520.00 per family OR £5.00 per
person (whichever is Iess). Pizza is
also available for $14.00 per pizza OR
£3.00 a slice. Drinks included with
PizZa.

Who: All Columbus Magnet School
Families
Why: Because it will be FUN!

You do NOT need to register before Dec. 4.
€ost can be paid at the door. All
participants must be 34 inches tall, sign a
waiver (available at¢ the door) and wear
socks!

This family event is a fundraiser for the
PTO, so please come one and all. For more
info call Mr. Smith a¢t x11 3.




HOLIDAY PLANT SALE FUNDRAISER

BUY YOUR HOLIDAY PLANTS HERE

&
SUPPORT COLUMBUS MAGNET SCHOOL

PRE-ORDER AND PICK-UP AFTER HOLIDAY CONCERT
(EVENING) ON DECEMBER 3
OR
DECEMBER 4" AT SCHOOL FROM 3 —3:30 p.m. IN THE
FAMILY ROOM

e da do de 4

Questions? Contact Sheree McCormick at smccormickO1@snet.net or Tel: 866-2095

RETURN ORDER FORM TO FAMILY ROOM NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1st

Family Name: Pick-up ____ Concert Night (Dec.3™)

_____ School (Dec. 4™
Small (6”) Poinsettia Plant(s) $ X $10.00 each
Large (10”) Poinsettia Plant(s)$ x $27.00 each

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $

(Make checks payable to Columbus Magnet PTO)


mailto:smccormick01@snet.net

COLUMBUS MAGNET SCHOOL NEW SPIRIT WEAR FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Boys Long Sleeved T-Shirt Grey Size Navy Size
100% Cotton
Sizes: Small (6/8), Medium (8/10), Large (14/16) Total _$ Small: Chest

16”, Length 20, Sleeve Length 16.5”
Medium: Chest 177, Length 22, Sleeve Length 18~
Large: Chest 187, Length 24”, Sleeve Length 20”
Colors: Grey, Navy - White Logo

Price: $13.00

Girls Baby Rib Short Sleeve Crew Neck T-Shirt

100% Cotton Fuchsia Size Turquoise Size
Sizes: Small (6/8), Medium (8/10), Large (14/16)

These shirts are tailored and form fitting, not boxy and long Total _$
Colors: Fuchsia, Turquoise - White Logo

Price: $15.00

Pajama Pants

40z., 100% Double Brushed European Style Flannel (Allow for 5% Shrinkage After Washing)

Waist — Taping with No Fly: Small 20” (6/8), Medium 23" (8/10), Large 26” (14/16), Adult Small 28"
Inseam Length: Small -23”, Medium — 26", Large - 28.5”, Adult Small — 31”

Sizes: Small , Medium , Large , Adult Small

Color: Blue Plaid with White Logo on Left Thigh Total _$

Price: $20.00

Knit Cap Quantity: _ Total _$
100% Turbo Acrylic

One Size

Color: Navy with White Logo

Price: $10.00

Baseball Cap Quantity: _ Total _$
One Size - Adjustable

Color: Khaki with Navy Logo

Price: $10.00

Canvas Boat Tote Quantity: _ Total _$
12 oz., 100% cotton

Size: 18 1/2" high (plus Handles) X 13 1/2" width X 5 1/2" depth

Contrasting Handles and Bottom

Outside Pocket

Color: Natural/Light Blue with Light Blue Logo

Price: $12.00 GRAND TOTAL: _$

Deadline for New Orders is December 4 for Delivery By Friday, December 18
Student Name: Phone:
Homeroom: Teacher:

Orders are placed monthly as we receive them. Please be sure of your size and color choice before
ordering as items are no longer returnable.
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November, 2009

Dear Columbus Families and Staff Members,

Our PTO invites you to be a part of an exciting evening for “grown ups’ only”. This year’s silent auction will be
on March 19, 2010 at the Chatham Manor. This will be a combined fund-raiser and social event complete with
music, dinner, cocktails and a wonderful silent auction.

To make this evening successful we need your help! The purpose of this auction is to raise funds needed to
ensure that the many special activities, programs and field trips enjoyed by our children will continue now and
well into the future. It is these little extras that make our school stand out and be such an exciting place to learn.
How can YOU help? It’s simple... First and foremost, SAVE THE DATE: Friday, March 19, 2010. Secondly,
donate to our silent auction. Be creative... if you have a trade or special skill; donate a specified number of
hours or services worth a specific dollar amount (l.e. wood working, computer instruction, plumbing,
hairstyling, car repair, etc.). You can donate a new or unused item (i.e. autographed memorabilia, framed
artwork, etc.). How about a gift certificate to a local business or restaurants that you frequent? Cooking lessons
and even wine suggestions for a group of 6 would be a fun item for bidders. Tickets to the movies, plays and
sporting events make great donations as well. The possibilities are truly limitless.

If you know someone in the business community you would like to solicit for donations, we can forward a copy
of our request letter and donation form. These are also available in the Family room. Please let us know which
businesses you will be contacting so we do not duplicate efforts. We hope that this first notice gives you plenty
of time to prepare (and maybe find a sitter for the evening).

The Silent Auction has proven very successful and we are hoping that you, the wonderful Columbus families
will participate. Thank you in advance for your consideration to this request. Please feel free to reach out to us if
you have any questions, need ideas, more information or simply want to help in the planning of this event.

Sincerely
The Auction Committee

Amy Comunale Kathie Oberst
mrscomunale@gmail.com  koberst2001@yahoo.com
203.981.7025 203.247.72



Silent Auction Committee
Columbus Magnet School
46 Concord Street
Norwalk, CT 06854

(203) 899-2840

CMS Fundraising Silent Auction
DONATION FORM

Each auction item needs to have a full and complete description of the following:
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Description of Iltem/Service:

Fair Market Value:

Restrictions/Effective Dates:

Donor Name: Tel:

Donor Mailing Adress:

Donor EmaiAddress
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Solicited By: Tel:

Please select one of the following:

( ) Certificate Attached ( ) Donor will Delar ( ) Pick up Arrangement Necessary

In order for all items to be included in the auction catalog, we must ask for all donations no later
than Friday, February 5™. Early donations are greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for your
adherence.




